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These classic Christmas lyrics evoke a soft, 
sweet image in our heads of fluffy, woolly lambs 
and the gentle, warm presence of a mother cow in a 
neighboring stable, resting in piles of sweet-smell-
ing hay where a tiny baby king is born. It’s a beau-
tifully warm and comforting scene. When reading 
the Christmas story, however, it is apparent in a 
lot of ways that the moment was probably not as 
stress free as what the Nativity scene depicts. Imag-
ine being in a completely different city with no 
idea of where you are going to sleep. The streets 
are in utter pandemonium and it turns out every 
single hotel room is booked. There is no place to 
go! Imagine being a panicked husband trying to 
take care of his new wife, with child, and feeling 
completely helpless to do so. Picture the mother 
herself, experiencing labor pains and having no 
idea of where, or maybe even how, to deliver this 
baby. Think of the mixed emotions they must have 
felt when they were finally told there was a place to 
sleep, but it was in a barn. Even beyond this, imag-
ine the shepherds, complete strangers to these new 
and exhausted parents, spontaneously dropping in 
to see the baby that they heard about in the fields. 
Sure, it’s wonderful that the shepherds saw angels 
proclaiming the birth of their child, but I’m sure 
Mary and Joseph were looking forward to finally 
being able to sleep, and unexpected guests general-
ly do not contribute favorably to this plan. 

The Bible doesn’t convey all these details in full 
extent, leaving some room for imagination. How-
ever, there is one thing it very specifically points 
out: “But Mary treasured up all these things, and 
pondered them in her heart. (Luke 2:19)” She 
wasn’t irritated when the dirty, smelly shepherds 
came in from their work out in the pasture to visit 
her precious newborn. She simply took in the mo-
ment for what it was. Why? Well, the Christmas 
carol points that out as well.

“Round yon virgin, mother and child. Holy infant 
so tender and mild.”

Mary understood that none of this was about 
her, and that it was completely about the little baby 
she held in her arms. She recognized that something 
much bigger than herself was happening. History 
was playing out right before her very eyes, and she 
chose to accept it and experience it. This wasn’t just 
her child. This was her king, and the king of all the 
people and nations for all of history. This is what 
made the moment sacred. In the middle of all the 
frenzy and chaos, there was an understanding that 
the Messiah had been born and would rule the world. 
Where there was chaos, Jesus would bring peace and 
calm. Where there was darkness, Jesus was meant to 
shine. Jesus made this a silent and holy night. 

This past year, any of Riverside’s staff would say 
they have faced stressful moments and setbacks, both 
in work at the camp and in their personal lives. These 
moments have the potential to steal our peace and 
joy, or may cause us to lose hope. It’s during times 
like these that we lift each other up in prayer and seek 
God for ourselves more earnestly. As we reflect on 
each year, and also look back on the 85 years of his-
tory at Riverside Bible Camp, we recognize that this 
place only exists because God wants it to. We seek to 
uphold the mission of Riverside, knowing that it is 
to glorify God and have a biblically grounded facil-
ity where individuals of all ages can know, grow in, 
and share Christ. We understand that this mission is 
bigger than any member of our staff, board, or asso-
ciation, and that God needs to be at the center of it 
for anything we do to become possible.

This Christmas season, we hope that you get 
a chance to consider again, in light of the Christ-
mas story, how God works in ways beyond any of 
our understanding to bring peace and light into 
the most chaotic and dark periods of our lives.  
Merry Christmas. n

INSIDE
this issue

Volume 17, Issue 4

Silent night, holy night. All is calm, all 
is bright. Sleep in heavenly peace.”

Silent night, holy night .........1

Crafting memories ...............2

Headed to Haiti....................2

Testimonies from Harvest 
   Camp 2019 ......................3

The GRIT men’s retreat ........3

Marriage Cafe ...................3

Financial Report ..................4

Email updates .....................4

Matching donations ............4

Farm Babies .......................5

Upcoming Events ............. 6-7

By Breanna Plank



2 Volume 17, Issue 4

Riverside’s Second 
Mission Trip...

March 2–10, 2020  •  Cost: $1300
(Fundraising opportunities available)

Limited spots open! Register soon!

This year’s craft camp, according to the feedback received, was “wonderful, uplifting, 
awesome, excellent, amazing, great, good, and thumbs up.”

The favored aspects included “crafting, food, fellowship, the ‘extra’ activities, and being
surrounded by ladies who love to craft.” We capped registration at 19 this year, hosting  
everyone in the lower level of the retreat center, and this was received very well. One person 
wrote that she believed the event was well organized and smooth, yet flexible. 

The cook for this weekend event was Johanna Vang, who is known well at Riverside 
and in her community for her amazing baking skills. Dawn Lutter was invited back for her 
services. She is a massage therapist working at Pure Therapeutic Massage in Stevens Point, 
and without a doubt adds to the quality of the craft camp experience. Riverside staff pulled 
together to create a smooth and accommodating experience for everyone who attended. n

Sounds interesting? Save the date for the next craft camp:  
October 15–18, 2020.

Crafting Memories
By Megan Nelson

For the second year in a row, Riverside is “headed to Haiti.” A team of six have 
committed to serve March 2nd-10th at the orphanage in Lajeune, Haiti, that we 
partnered with last year. 

We are looking forward to once again ministering to the 33 orphans cared for by 
orphanage Director Beauvoir and the 105 plus children from the community who 
attend daily classes at the orphanage compound. Children who attended Riverside’s 
June VBS/Daycamp this past summer raised money to help provide an additional 
three school rooms at the orphanage. With a total of six rooms now available, chil-
dren in 1st-6th grade are able to attend classes. We are looking forward to seeing what 
Riverside helped build and the new resources these children now have. 

Our team plans to provide a “Riverside in Haiti” Daycamp experience for the 
orphans and school children. In addition, we will be ministering to a large group 
of widows through Bible study and food distribution. We also plan to build desks 
and shelves for the new school rooms. 

We hope you will keep this effort in your prayers as Haiti continues to experi-
ence widespread turmoil and hardships. Due to political upheaval, many Haitians 
struggle to provide even the most basic food, shelter, and educational opportunities 
for their families. Beauvoir loves to host mission groups in spite of their circum-
stances as it provides needed resources and encouragement. n

Headed to Haiti
By Darrie Nelson
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In 2020, Riverside will be introducing Marriage Café, a three-month 
marriage enrichment opportunity with a small, intimate, café-style envi-
ronment. We will be meeting in the evening on the last Tuesday of every 
month (starting January). Each evening will be hosted by a different 
couple, or marriage guide, who will expound on a topic or aspect of 
marriage from personal experience, followed by a Q&A session. We will 
also include time for couples to talk one-on-one with their spouses. We 
look forward to an encouraging and rejuvenating time of connection 
and fellowship with many couples.

Our marriage guides for these events will be:
• Brian and Cathy Iverson
• David and Amanda Lewis
• Dean and Ginger Nelson
Free childcare is available through our RSI staff.
As we prepare for this new event, we ask for prayers for the event and that it has an impact in the lives of the couples who register. 

Whether a couple feels satisfied or drained in their marriage, we want this to be an enriching experience for everyone. If you are interested 
in registering for the event, please view our website for more info. n

Marriage Cafe

Testimonies from Harvest Camp 2019

“I recently attended the Harvest Camp with my daughter. I am new to 
Riverside Bible Camp, but it was a wonderful, God-filled weekend. I met 
many wonderful people, some of whom have been coming for more than 30 
years! Wow! It was great to hear their stories and see how they have contribut-
ed to the camp in many ways over the years—cooking, counselors, building, 
repairs, retreats, etc.

The staff is wonderful! God-centered, hardworking, and just all around 
Christ-centered individuals.

I brought a group of middle schoolers to the camp last winter. Every single 
one of them enjoyed it. The speaker was amazing, the food was great and 
there were lots of fun activities—and hot chocolate!

The camp is very affordable, and the administration keeps that as a very 
high priority. I think that is very important.

I came up for Lumberjack Day with a friend. It was nice to lend a hand 
to keep the camp warm this winter.

Can’t wait to return!”
—Elaine Leigh

To the Editor regarding the question “Was 
Harvest Camp a blessing to you?” My response, 
certainly! A time to relax (mostly), being with 
other believers, singing and hearing God’s word, 
and also watching others enjoy the fruits of labor 
from the past years. This also includes the staff 
benefiting from it as well. I’m certainly blessed to 
observe all of this! Why? Flashback to 1972. I had 
been given a great gift! When one gets a gift we 
should want to say thank you to them! My thank 
you was using my servant gift to give back to God 
and give Him the glory for His gift of Salvation 
to me back then in 1972. So now, I’m thoroughly 
blessed to watch others enjoying Riverside. My ques-
tion to others, are you blessed and content to serve God?  
I am!

—Wayne Jirovec

The GRIT Men’s Retreat
The GRIT Men’s retreat was a great time for men to come together and learn more about God. We would like to thank Jeff Middlestead, 

the FCA area director, for being our speaker this weekend. The competitive spirit was strong as our group participated in multiple tournaments, 
including horseshoes, shooting, fly-casting, and an ATV obstacle course. An epic trophy was awarded to winners of the games. Consider joining 
us next year for another awesome retreat from October 30–31, 2020. n

Harvest Family Camp ended up being a cold and wet weekend, but the warmth of fellowship kept everyone in good spirits. Our attendance 
was higher than usual, and it was good to have the opportunity to use all our space one last time before we winterize the buildings for the up-
coming season. We hope this weekend was a blessing for all who attended, and we hope to see you next year! Read more from a couple of people 
about their experience at Harvest Camp and Riverside.
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Sustaining Riverside 
Financial Report: 
2019–2020

General Fund Income $67,529 $160,000 

General Fund Expense $77,147 $160,000 

Current Deficit ($9,618) 

 YEAR TO DATE BUDGET

FINANCIAL FACT$
 •  The average cost of a week-

long camp is $768 (ACA) 
 •  Riverside campers pay less 

than $200 for camp
 •  $725 per day to operate 

Riverside
 •  Hundreds of volunteers 

help keep costs down
 •  70% of budget comes from  

generous supporters

   

Matching Donations
This holiday season, any donations given to our general fund before the 

end of the year will be matched with an equal donation, up to $20,000! You 
can send us a donation by mail to: Riverside Bible Camp, 6355 County Road 
DD, Amherst, WI, 54406, or donate online at riversidebiblecamp.org. This 
is a wonderful opportunity to give more, so even if you haven’t partnered 
financially with us before, please consider donating this holiday season.

Did you know Riverside has been sending out monthly email updates for a year? It’s a 
great way to see the latest and also get easy access to online registration and media content 
straight from your inbox! However, it seems that some of our subscribers have emails going 
to their spam folders. We don’t want you to miss out on the latest, and if you feel the same, 
add our email (darrie@riversidebiblecamp.org) to your contacts list to make sure you aren’t 
missing out on anything. Also, if you haven’t signed up yet for our email updates, you can do 
so on our website. We look forward to sharing more news with you in the future.

Not receiving email updates from us?
Check your spam folder!
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Merry Christmas from the staff at Riverside

From left to right: Becky Quimby, Darrie Nelson, Maria Nelson, Adam Nelson, Megan Nelson, Annie Hulka, Brian Hulka, and Breanna Plank.

Even though there have been plenty of babies on the farm over the years (usually 
chicks), River Hills Farm had the unique pleasure of two different onsite births this 
year. Where usually the animals are bought and brought to the farm as babies, a pig 
and a peahen blessed us in the way nature does best! And it was wonderful to guide 
those farm tours that exhibited these family dynamics within the animal kingdom.

Did you see the peacock take his protective posture as the peahen led the peach-
icks through their fenced yard? Sometimes the parents would perch on top of a gate 
and fall asleep at night with all the little ones on their back. Personally, I think the 
father figure in this setting was so noble. Both parents took equal responsibility for 
the peahens. It was wonderful to watch them all parade around.

On August 7th, we welcomed eight baby piglets the size of softballs to the pigpen. 
They came into the world with their eyes still closed and in need of a full belly. For 
many weeks after you only saw the mother pig laying on her side nursing or being 
chased by one or many squealing babies. Moms can relate. She looked tired but sub-
mitted to her responsibility. Now, only three months later they are eight times bigger 
and able to eat different foods. 

I have been involved in farming and ranching for over 30 years and in those years 
I have been blessed to see many babies come into this world. I have not had the 
opportunity, though, to witness so many people and children see a brand-new baby 
(especially the piglets) for the first time. It was amazing to watch their reactions of 
how little the baby pigs are when they are brand new. It was a great reminder of how 
amazing God has made this world, and a blessing I will not soon forget. n

Farm Babies
By Adam Nelson
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New Year’s Eve Party…………………………………………December 31st, 2019 

LIFT Winter Retreat……………………………………….…January 10-12th, 2020 

Infuse………………………………………………………..February 14-16th, 2020 

Ignite…………………………………………………..February 28-March 1st, 2020 

Riverside in Haiti…………………………………………………March 2-10, 2020 

The Heart of a Pioneer Woman…………………………………….April 25th, 2020 

RSI Training Camp……………………………………………..…May 1st-3rd, 2020 

Work Day………………………………………………...…………...May 16, 2020 

Spring Open House and Pancake Breakfast………………………....May 23rd, 2020 

VBS and Day Camp…………………………………………….....June 8-12th, 2020 

Family Fun Night……………………………………………………June 12th, 2020 

Senior High Camp…………………………………………….….June 21-27th, 2020 

Adventure Camp……………………………………………..June 29-July 1st, 2020 

Junior Camp………………………………………………………..July 5-10th, 2020 

Junior High Camp………………………………………………...July 12-17th, 2020 

Summer Family Camp……………………………………..….August 21-23rd, 2020 

Harvest Family Camp…………………………………………...October 2-4th, 2020 

Fellowship Supper and Celebration Service………………………October 3rd, 2020 

Lumberjack Day…………………………………………………October 17th, 2020 

Craft Camp…………………………………………………...October 16-18th, 2020 

GRIT Men’s Retreat……………………………….….……...October 30-31st, 2020 

Christmas Open House………………………………………….December 3rd, 2020 

EVENTS 
Mark your calendars! 
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6355 County Road DD 
Amherst, WI  54406 

riversidebiblecamp.org 
715.824.3198

NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATION

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

AMHERST, WI

PERMIT NO. 3

•  Small road worthy trailer or running 
gear for a small trailer 

• Pool sticks 

•  John Deere small square baler 336,  
332, 328, or 348 

• 1,000-gallon LP tank 

• PTO driven generator (35,000 Watt)

• Tire balancer

• Corn Hole Game

• Chisel and Punch set

Riverside Reader


